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Overview

There wereb27 cases of chlamydi®2.6 cases per 100,000 populatior10 cases of gonorrhe®(.0
cases per 100,000), ardé cases of early syphili$.6 cases per 100,000) diagnosed among St. Louis
County residents i©ctober2023. Compared to the previous montthlamydia incidence hascreased
by three percentgonorrhea incidence has decreasedlifypercent, andearly syphilis incidendeas
increased by sevepercent Over the last 12 monthdNpvember2022- October2023), reported
chlamydiagonorrhea, and early syphiliscidence have declineslightlyrelative to the previous 12
months November2021- October2022).

The interrelated socioeconomic factors of race and geography continue to contribute to pronounced
disparities irthe incidence of sexually transmitted infectior®&T$)in St. Louis CountyRates of
chlamydia, gonorrhea, and early syphilis are much higladten by an order of magnitude among St.
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White residents and residents of West Courlifiese disparities likely reflect differences in access to

sexud health care and in sexual network characteristics rather than differences in sexual behavior. In
communities where STIs are more prevalent, each sexual encounter carries a higher probability of
encountering an infected partner than in communitiggh a lower prevalence of STls.

NotesAbout the Data

This report includes confirmed and probable cases; suspect cases are not included. These data are
provisional and subject to changRecent syphilis data are particularly subject to change. Unlike
chlamydia and gonorrhea, syphilis cases require investigation to determine the stage of disease and
differentiate recently acquired infections from newly diagnosed late syphilis. Because tiine

required for investigation andtaging, early syphilis case counts for recent months may be artificially
low and mayincrease in subsequent reports.

To protect confidentiality, case counts and rates have been suppressed for demographic groups with
fewer than five cases of a particular disease in a particular year.

DPH recognizes th#ttere are gender identities beyond the binary of male and female. However, when
stratifying STI cases by sex, transgender persons are categorized according to the sex they were assigned
at birth, in accordance with CDC reporting guidelines.

DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



Chlamydia

There weres27 Chlamydia trachomatimfections diagnosed among St. Louis County residents in
October2023, for an incidence rate 62.6cases per 100,00Qa three percentincreasefrom the 512
cases diagnosed the previous morfEigure 1)Over the last 12 months, total chlamydia incidence

(6,326 cases ilfNovember2022;October2023) has not meaningfully changed relative to the previous 12
months (6475cases iMNovember2021¢October2022)

Figurel: ChlamydiaRates in St. Loui€ounty, November2021to October2022,November2022to
October2023
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During the past 12 months, females have consistently had higher rates of chlamydia than males. In
October2023, the incidence rate in females w7 cases per 100,00@ndin males it wag87.0cases
per 100,000Figure 2. Since last monthincidence among both groups hiasreased

Figure2: Chlamydia Rates by Sex, St. Louis CouNtyyember2022to October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



In October2023, reople between the ages dband19 had the highest rate of chlamydiaq90.9cases
per 100,000), closely followed by those ag¥to 24 years 269.8cases per 100,0007his is
approximatelyfive and a halfimes the overall incidence of chlamydia in St. Louis Co(fidyre 3.
Both of these groups have experiencdiht increase incidence since last month.

Figure3: Chlamydia Rates by Age Group, St. Louis Coudtywember2022to October2023

15to0 19 25t0 29 == 40 and older
# 20t024 - 30to 39 ¢ St. Louis County

300

[*)
o
o

Cases per 100,000
=)
o

ARt
[P e—— b4

0

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Month

There is aignificant racial disparity when it comes to chlamydia inciddryceaceg in October2023,
people identifying as Black or African American aadncidence ratd 3.5times higher thantose
identifying as Whit€121.4vs.9.0cases per 100,000, respectiveliglgure 3.

Figure4: Chlamydia Rates by Raeed Ehnicity, St. Louis Countylovember2022to October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



In October2023, residents of the Inner Nortiegionhad the highest rate of chlamydia incidence,
followed by those in the Outer Norttegion(131.5vs.83.9cases per 100,000%ince last month

inciden@ has increased in the Central and West regions, remained stable in the Outer North region, and
decreased in the Inner North and South regions.

Figure5: Chlamydia Rates by Region, St. Louis CouNgyember2022to October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



Gonorrhea

There were 20Neisseria gonorrhoeaafections diagnosed among St. Louis County residents in
October2023, for an incidence rate @fl.0cases per 100,00Qvhich is d.0 percentdecrease from last
Y2y iKQa A380dadesSpérQ®,0@Ebnorrhea incidence has declinedfiwe percent over the
past 12 monthsZ,971cases ilfNovember2022;October2023) relative to the previous 12 months
(3,145cases ilMNovember2021¢October2022).

Figure6: Gonorrhea Rates in St. Louis Courftigvember2021to October2022,November2022to
October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



During the past 12 months, males have consistently had higher rates of gonorrhea than females. In
October2023, the incidence rate imaleswas23.4cases per 100,000, andfemalesit was18.0cases
per 100,000 Figure?).

Figure7: Gonorrhea Rates by Sex, St. Louis CouNtyyember2022to October2023
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In October2023, people between the ages of 20 and 24 had the highest ragerairrhea(98.9cases

per 100,000), followed by those aged 15 to 19 ye@bsHcases per 100,000). This is approximatisky
times the overall incidence gfonorrheain St. Louis Countyigure8).

Figure8: GonorrheaRates by Age Group, St. Louis Coumipvember2022to October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



There is a significant racial disparity when it comegdnorrheaincidence by race in October2023,
people identifying as Black or African American had an incidencd 8at¢imes higher than thse
identifying as Whit€57.8vs.3.2cases per 100,000, respectivelgure9).

Figure9: Gonorrhea Rates by Race, St. Louis CouNgyember2022to October2023
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In October2023, residents of the Inner Nortiegionhad the highest rate of gonorrhea incidence,
followed by those in the Outer Norttegion(65.2vs28.3cases per 100,000 population).

FigurelO: Gonorrhea Rates by Region, St. Louis CouRtyyember2022to October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



Early Syphilis
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are cases in which there is no evidence that the patient acquired the disease within a year of diagnosis.
Because they are indicator$ i@cent infection, syphilis surveillance focuses on early syphilis cases.

Therewere zeroreported caseof congenital syphilis i@ctober2023 and there have beeaightyear
to-date cases of congenital syphilis reported in St. Louis County.

Please note that due to lower case counts of syptelative to chlamydia and gonorrhea lot of the
data are suppressed when disaggregatimgnthly casedy age grouptace, andegion. Those graphs
will not be displayed.

There werel6 total cases of early syphilis reported@ttober2023, for a rate ol.6 cases per 100,000.
This is a 41 percent decrease from the same time last gsashown in Figure 18yphilis incidence has
decreasedy five percent over thdast 12 monthsZ29cases ilfNovember2022;0October2023) relative
to the previous 12 month2¢3cases ilNovember2021¢October2022).

Figurell: Early SyphiliRates in St. Louis Countiovember2021to October2022,November2022to
October2023
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DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



Males consistently have a higher reported rate of early syphilis than femal@stdber2023, males
had an incidence rate &5 cases per 100,000vhereas females had an incidence rafed.8cases per
100,000 (Figure 12.

Figurel2: Early Syphilis Rates by Sex, St. Louis Coltyember2022to October2023
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Tables

Tablel: Chlamydia Gonorrhea, and Early Syphilis Rates, St. Louis ColNayember2022to October
2023

Condition Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Chlamydia  48.5 51.2 52.8 51.0 57.1 499 51.3 51.7 51.8 624 51.1 52.6
Gonorrhea  26.3 24.3 27.5 21.6 26.6 24.0 28.4 244 249 244 23.3 21.0
Early Syphilis 2.7 15 18 17 24 25 16 21 22 13 15 186

DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



Table2: Chlamydia Rates by Sex, Age Group, Race/Ethnicity, and Régawember2022to October
2023

DataSources: St. Louis County Department of Public Health, Communicable Disease Prevention & Response,
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. This report is updated monthly. Last1pd&i@023(PK)



